                                                 KINGS BAY Baseball Rules For Instructional Div 6 & UNDER
​
​Kings Bay T-BALL / Instructional Rules

Ages 6 and Under
1) Be nice & respectful to each other. 
​
2) The games are 5 innings long or until time runs out. For the 9am game, it must be over by 10:20. The 10:30 game must be over by 11:50. A new inning cannot start after 10:10am for the first game or 11:40 for the second game.
​
3) All players in the field on defense. Minimum of 5 to start play.
​
4) After 3 complete innings the game is official (rain) or 2 1/2 if losing team already batted. In the event of rain delay – the team will have until their allotted time to possibly resume play in the event the rain subsides & field is deemed by the umpire in playable condition.
​
5) EVERY player on the team must bat.
​
6) Offensive coaches are allowed at first & third base, as well as a catcher-coach helping the batter and the pitcher-coach. That's 4 total. Defense is allowed 2 coaches in the field, 1 standing between 1st and 2nd behind all the players, and 1 standing between 2nd & 3rd behind all the players. The coaches may instruct the players verbally before and during a play. But no physical contact is allowed at all. The defensive coaches shoud stay in their set position throughout the inning and during the play.
​
7) Maximum 4 runs per inning can be scored. This applies to every inning. Once 4 runs are scored, the inning is over. If a team is out of reach of winning, the game should still be played & coaches are encouraged to change up their defensive positions & give other kids a chance at different positions.
​
8) If a batted ball hits the parent-pitcher, the ball is still live. Of course, the pitcher must make an attempt to not have the ball hit him. But if it does , it's still live.
​
9) Other than the pitcher, all infielders can be no more than 2 large steps in front of the 1st to 2nd and 2nd to 3rd basepaths. The 1st baseman stands next to 1st base. The 3rd baseman stands next to 3rd base. The 2nd baseman stands in between 1st and 2nd not in front of a white chalk line drawn by DSN. The shortstop stands in between 2nd and 3rd not in front of the white chalk line drawn by DSN. The shortcenter plays next to the actual 2nd base. The remaining players are outfielders and can play 3-4 feet behind the basepaths. The outfielders do not need to be actually on the outfield grass as very few balls will reach there. As for the child playing the pitcher position, he must be within approx. 3-4 feet of the ‘pitcher's mound ‘ around the mound, in any direction. Fielders cannot switch positions within an inning. Only the pitcher can move to the right or left of the pitcher's mound within an inning. 
​
10) Any team can have any adult (or older teenager) pitch to their team or the other team – as the object is to get the ball over the plate and let the kids hit.. There are no balls & strikes being called. Pitcher must pitch from the edge of the dirt of the pitching mound. UNDERHAND PITCHING IS PERMITTED.
​
11) One base maximum per INFIELD hit regardless of errors, overthrows, passed or missed balls etc. 
​
12) Two base maximum for any hit that lands on the outfield grass on a fly. The runner can opt for up to a double but he is at risk of being thrown out. There are no triples or homeruns. No extra bases for over throws or errors
​
13) There is no intra-inning switching of defensive players positions on the field or from the dugout except for players removed for injury..
​
14) Maximum of 10 GOOD pitches per batter or 3 swinging strikes on GOOD pitches, whichever comes first. Pitches landing before the plate or any other obviously bad pitch should not be counted as one of the 10. Make sure the ump calls it as a no pitch; it is your responsibility to do so. If the batter swings and misses or fouls on a bad pitch, ump should also call it a no pitch and not count it as a strike or a pitch. If a player swings and misses 3 times on 3 GOOD pitches, it is a strikeout, even if the pitcher has not reached 10 pitches yet. If a batter swings and misses on 2 GOOD pitches and doesn't swing on another 8 GOOD pitches, he is out. So it's 3 swinging strikes on 3 GOOD pitches or 10 GOOD pitches total, whichever comes first and batter will be out. As in regular baseball. a foul ball is considered a swinging strike except on a 3rd strike.
​
15) Defenders MUST give a clear path for base runners to run to the next base. It is the coach’s responsibility to teach this to his players. A base runner will be called safe if a defender seriously impedes his right to run straight to the next base and the play at that bag is a close call.
16) Runners may not run out of the base paths or they risk being called out by the ump.
​
17) Offensive coaches are not allowed to touch, hold or impede their own players during a play in an effort to stop them or push them forward– if they do, that runner will be called out. Of course "high fiving" them after a player got a hit is allowed.
​
18) No stealing and no leading off base. Runners can only run AFTER the ball is hit.
​
19) No infield fly rule.
​
20) Tagging up is NOT Allowed
​
21) Bunting IS NOT allowed.
​
22) For safety reasons No “ON DECK “ batters are allowed. The ONLY person swinging a bat should be the hitter. NO player is to have a bat in their hands at ANY TIME except when they are up at the plate.
​
23) Adults will play as Catchers
​
24) No head first sliding. except when returning to a base that may have been over-run
​
25) #10 safety balls will be used in play.
​
26) All players & coaches are expected to abide by the DSN code of conduct.
​
27) If a fielder tags the runner with his glove, and the ball is in his bare hand – batter is NOT OUT.
​
28) A runner is out if hit by a batted ball.
​
29) A batter throwing the bat is warned first offense. Second offense he is automatically called out.
​
30) Players and coaches must line up at 1st & 3rd base & shake hands & congratulate each other at the end of each game.
​
31) Season tie breakers will be decided as follows:
  a. head to head wins,
  b. Flip a coin.
​
32) Approved Equipment - Bats (wood & non-wood). DSN follows the same rules as little league baseball with regards to approved bats. You can check their web site for reference.http://www.littleleague.org/learn/equipment.htm
​
33) The Home team has the first base dugout regardless of field. 
​
34) Be nice & respectful to each other. If there is a disagreement, the 2 head coaches & umpire (if necessary) ONLY should quietly talk it over & come to an agreement. If the rule is unclear, the umpire will rule for that call & at the next meeting we will bring up the situation to make a rule for the future.
​
35) When there is a disputed call, these rules should apply BEFORE the ump is allowed to opine. When there is no clear rule in place, the umps ruling must be adhered to. IF THE UMP MAKES A CALL ON A RULE & BOTH COACHES KNOW IT IS THE WRONG CALL & THEY AGREE, THE COACHES CAN OVER_RULE THE UMPS! The umps are not there to make our rules, they’re there to make judgment calls which should not interfere with these rules listed herein. 
​
36) Since there is no catcher position, a ball hit in front of and close to homeplate will be deemed foul. 
​
37) The Home team has the first base dugout regardless of field. The home team is the first team listed on the schedule.
​
38) If the ump make a judgment call there is no arguing allowed or any discussion whatsoever about it. If it is a non judgment call IE our rule or a basic softball rule, then the two Head coaches and the ump should quietly discuss the matter to resolve the issue. For all DSN rules they should refer to the website. If one coach believes the umps decision a conflict with basic softball rules he should declare a “Protest” to the ump and the opposing coach. He should then report it to DSN after they finish the game and DSN will review the matter and make a final decision.
​
39) Only head coaches are permitted to talk to the ump about calls in the game. Only Head coaches are allowed to talk to each other about calls in the game. All assistants and helpers may not converse with the ump or the opposing Head coach. If they do so they will be asked to leave the field
​
40) Parents should not be coaching their child on their own. With permission of the headcoach, a parent can become an assistant coach and then the parent can instruct the players. It is confusing to players when they are receiving instructions from a parent, while a coach is instructing something else.
​
​
​
